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BUSINESS

By Vanessa Dezem,
Stephen Stapczynski
and Naureen Malik
BLOOMBERG

Even the cleanest fossil
fuel is losing its appeal to
rich nations.

Just a few years ago,
natural gas was hailed as
vital for the transition to-
ward an economy that runs
on renewable energy. But
sentiment is changing and
the fuel is going the same
way as coal, its dirtier sibling
shunned by governments,
utilities and investors.

The cancellation of the
giant Atlantic Coast pipeline
in the U.S. and Ireland’s
decision to scrap backing for
an import terminal this
summer are the latest signs
that gas is falling out of favor
with everyone from reg-
ulators to asset managers.

As countries intensify
efforts to meet climate obli-
gations, the fuel used for
heating, cooking and power
production is poised to lose
out to solar, wind and pri-
vate and public energy
efficiency measures.

While natural gas only
emits about half the carbon
dioxide of coal, flaring and
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Rig count

U.S. drilling activity was up two
at 256 rigs. Drilling in Texas
was down one at 106 rigs. The
offshore rig marketed
utilization rate in the Gulf was
65.6 percent, down from last
year’s 83.7 percent.
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drilling 9/4 8/28 ago
Texas 106 107 438
Colorado 5 5 27
Louisiana 37 34 60

New Mexico 47 46 108
North Dakota 9 10 54

Oklahoma 11 11 75
Pennsylvania 18 18 34
Wyoming 1 1 36
Canada 52 54 147

Source: Baker Hughes
U.S. Gas 77 76 160

228 226 802
Source: IHS Markit

U.S. Horizontal

Marketedrigs under contract

U.S. Gulf 23 24 36
Source: IHS Markit
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methane leaks have tar-
nished its reputation across
the globe, according to Nick
Stansbury, head of com-
modity research at Legal &
General Investment Manage-
ment Ltd. in London. Many
investors are also shying
away to instead allocate
funds to projects aligned
with objectives of the Paris
Agreement, he said.

“Gas companies have
underestimated that the
public opinion is changing
rapidly,” said Stansbury.
“Coronavirus lockdowns
have had a role in that
change, as investors are also
stepping back and rethink-
ing how things should be
done”

More than 1,200 institu-
tions managing over $14
trillion in assets have com-
mitted to divest from fossil
fuels, up from 181 managing
$50 billion five years ago,
according to a report from
Fossil Free, an international
environmental movement.

In the U.S., environ-
mental opposition helped
boost the costs for the Atlan-
tic Coast pipeline to almost
double to $8 billion. This
year, about $10 billion of gas
pipeline projects in the U.S.
got scrapped — even as gas
enjoys political support
from President Donald
Trump’s administration.

European politicians are
now debating whether to
pursue the giant Nord
Stream 2 pipeline from
Russia to Germany — not for
environmental reasons but
thorny geopolitical ones.
That debate also raises the
question of whether the
pipeline would be going
ahead anyway if so many
billions hadn’t already been
invested.

While in the rich world
activists and investors are
using their successful anti-
coal playbook against gas,
it’s a different picture in the
developing world.

Surging economies and
urbanization is driving
demand for both coal and
natural gas. The biggest
energy companies are
spending billions on gas
exploration and infrastruc-
ture as new markets open
up.
“We will have a stronger
growth in liquefied natural
gas than in any aspect of the
energy system,” Royal Dutch
Shell Plc’s Chief Executive
Officer Ben van Beurden
told reporters on July 30.

The increase will be
helped by a plunge in prices
after the worst glut the
world has ever seen. Nations
from Vietnam to Brazil plan
to use the fuel to feed power
hungry citizens and wean
themselves off coal.

Vietnam’s shift to gas and
renewables has been the
most drastic in Southeast
Asia, said Daine Loh, an
analyst at Fitch Solutions.
Roughly 26 gigawatts of
gas-fired power projects are
planned by 2029, according
to Fitch. That’s enough to
meet 8 percent of the na-
tion’s current power de-
mand.

Total SA’s Mozambique
LNG project has completed
as much as $16 billion in
funding in the biggest for-
eign direct investment in the
continent yet. Brazil’s econ-
omy minister Paulo Guedes
said that “a shock of cheap
energy” is essential after this
year breaking up a monopo-
ly that will increase demand
from factories and in trans-
portation.

Demand will rise in Asia,
Africa and Middle East over
the next five years, while
remaining stable in Europe,
Eurasia and North America.
according to the Internation-
al Energy Agency.

Back in Europe, govern-
ments embarking on post
COVID-19 recovery paths are
even more focused on
greening their economies.
European leaders approved
the most ambitious climate
change plan to date, with
more than $572 billion to be
poured into green projects.

That’s bad news for proj-
ects like the Shannon LNG
import terminal in Ireland,
developed by US-based New
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In the rich world, natural gas is new coal

-

ulators on both sides of the
border used vetoes to stop
it.

The backlash against gas
is even burgeoning in Aus-
tralia, one of the world’s top
LNG exporters. While activ-
ists in the country have
traditionally opposed re-
source developments main-
ly because of local ecologi-

cal impacts, resistance to
new gas projects worth
: more than A$50 billion is
Alexander Nemenov / AFP via Getty Images  increasingly focused on how
they’re incompatible with

Natural gas projects, like this one in the Arctic Circle, once were proliferating.

Fortress Energy. The na-
tion’s new coalition govern-
ment on June 30 decided to
withdraw it from the Proj-
ects of Common Interest list
in 2021 that sets out which
projects should receive
incentives from the Europe-
an Union.

The facility would be built

the country’s climate com-

on land once owned by the of white elephants is grow- mitments under the Paris
grandmother of computer ing. accord.
programmer John McElli- A judge last year decided Nicholas Deluliis, CEO at
gott. He has been fighting that an LNG terminal in CNX Resources Corp., a gas
for the project for 14 years. Gothenburg on Sweden’s producer in the heart of the
“Ireland’s decision to not west coast shouldn’t be American shale gas boom in
support Shannon is mas- connected to the grid. Con-  Appalachia sums it up: “The
sive,” he said. struction on a pipeline intensity and the urgency
While Fortress hasn’t between France and Spain has shifted for those in
given up on its plans, the list ~ was abandoned after reg- opposition to natural gas.”
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ADVERTISEMENT
FOR

COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS

EASTEX VFD FIRE STATIONS #26 & #46 RENOVATIONS

Harris County ESD No. 10 is accepting competitive sealed proposals from
general contractors for the renovations to the Eastex VFD Fire Stations #26 &

#46 Thursday, October 1, 2020, until 2:00 p.m. for Base Proposals and 2:30 p.m.

for Alternate Proposals at the offices of Joiner Architects, Inc. located at 700
Rockmead Dr., Suite 265, Kingwood, TX 77339. Mandatory General Contractor
Qualification Statements shall be received on or before Thursday,

September 17, 2020 at the same location. Complete sets of construction docu-
ments will be available at the offices of Joiner Architects, Inc., 700 Rockmead
Dr., Suite 265, Kingwood, TX 77339 upon deposit of $250 per set in the form of
a check made out to Joiner Architects, Inc. (281) 359-6401;

email susies@joinerarchitects.com

COMPETITIVE SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY PROCUREMENT SERV-
ICES, PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ATTN:
BID/PROPOSAL RECEIPT DEPARTMENT 111 EAST LOOP NORTH, HOUSTON,
TEXAS 77029 UNTIL 11:00 A.M., ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 FOR THE
FOLLOWING:

AcNSNUAL PERIMETER SECURITY FENCE REPLACEMENT AT TURNING BASIN

(CSB).

THERE IS NO PRE-BID CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR THIS PROJECT.
VENDORS INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING BIDS FOR THIS PROCUREMENT MAY
OBTAIN A COPY OF THE PACKAGE FROM THE PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHORI-
TY'S WEBSITE, http://buyspeed.poha.com/bso, WHERE VENDOR REGISTRA-
XI\?AI\fL//\_\I\é?E“PROCUREMENT PACKAGE"” DOWNLOAD INSTRUCTIONS ARE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas (METRO) is
planning to issue the procurement documents listed in this advertisement.

IFB No. 4020000186: Cleaning and Disinfecting Buses at Bus Operating
Facilities. Solicitation will be available on or about 09/08/2020.

IFB No. 4020000187: Reupholster of Bus Seats, Modesty Panels and ADA
Rear Facing Barriers. Solicitation will be available on or about 09/08/2020.
RFQ No. 4020000188: Pre-Certifications, Workers Compensation. Solicitation
will be available on or about 09/07/2020.

Prospective bidders/proposers can view and download these solicitations by
visiting METRO's website at https://www.ridemetroapp.org/procurement/

If you are unable to download the documents or are having difficulty, please con-
tact METRO Plan and Bid Room at (713) 739-4881.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) invites bids to “Replace
Water Chillers 1 & 2- Central Plant” at the Young Unit located at 5509
Attwater Ave., Dickinson, Texas. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 10:00
AM. on September 17, 2020 at the project site.

Bid Documents can be purchased from the Contract Administrators at a cost
of $60.00 (Sixty Dollars, non-refundable) per set, inclusive of mailing/
delivery costs, or they may be viewed at various plan rooms. Payment checks
for documents should be made payable to the TDCJ and sent to:

TDCJ Contracts & Procurement.

Attn: Joni McLendon, CTCD or Christina Bodin-Turner, CTCD, CTCM

Two Financial Plaza, Suite 525

Huntsville, TX 77340

Phone: (936)437-7040 or (936) 437-7055

Email: Joni.Mclendon@tdcj.texas.gov or

Christina.Bodin-Turner@tdcj.texas.gov

SEALED QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY PROCUREMENT SERV-
ICES, PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHORITY AT PROCUREMENT@PORTHOUSTON
.COM UNTIL 11:00 A.M., ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 FOR THE FOLLOWING:
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER SERVICES FOR THE IN-DEPTH STRUCTURAL IN-
SPECTION AND REPAIR DESIGN OF WHARVES 47, 48, AND 1E AT TURNING
BASIN TERMINAL(RFQ).

THERE IS A PRE-PROPOSAL SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 AT
11:00AM. THE MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE THROUGH WEBEX. INSTRUC-
TIONS TO JOIN THE MEETING ARE PROVIDED IN THE REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATION.

FIRMS INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS PROCURE-
MENT MAY OBTAIN A COPY OF THE RFQ FROM THE PORT OF HOUSTON AU-
THORITY'S WEBSITE, http://buyspeed.poha.com/bso, WHERE VENDOR REGIS-
TRATION AND “PROCUREMENT PACKAGE" DOWNLOAD INSTRUCTIONS ARE

AVAILABLE.
Legals/Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas (METRO) is planning to issue the procure-
ment documents listed in this advertisement.

IFB No. 4020000174: B.0.0.S.T. Pilot Project So-
licitation will be available on or about 9/15/2020.

A-ROCKET MOVING &
STORAGE, 711 Ardmore
St., Houston, Texas in
order to satisfy a Land-
lord’s Lien will conduct a
Public Sale on Saturday
September 26, 2020

10:00 t 711 Ard
If you are unable to download the documents or are gt Thznf]o?lowing {isTgfre

having difficulty, please contact METRO Plan and Bid

Roorm at (713) 739-4881. ustomers to be

Central Care Community
Health Care- Jordon
Family Health Care-
Patricia Okane- Lee
McKinny-Foster &
Associates- ReMax Luxe
Portfolio

Prospective bidders/proposers can view and down-
load these solicitations by visiting METRO's website
at https://www.ridemetroapp.org/procurement/

Sealed Bid Solicitation #EF04-21
Houston-Galveston Area Council
Cooperative Purchasing Program
Law Enforcement Speed Detection

& Video Equipment

Pre-Bid Conference: 10/07/20 @ 9am

Response Deadline: 12/07/20 @ 1pm
Public Opening: 12/07/20 @ 2pm
3555 Timmons Lane, Houston, TX.
Per ADA, reasonable accommodation
provided with 24 hour prior notice.
832-681-2592 or www.hgacbuy.org for info.
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Legal Notices
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LEGAL NOTICE

BakerRipley a non-profit human services organization, announces a Request for
Proposal (RFP) #20-24 for Telecommunications Procurement Consultant for
BakerRipley's telecommunications services.

The RFP will be posted on our website at
http://www.bakerripley.org/about/vendors on September 22, 2020.

Interested Vendors can submit a proposal toawaheed@bakerripley.org.

The deadline for submitting a proposal is Thursday, October 22, 2020 by 10:00
a.m. (Central Time Zone).

BAKERRIPLEY ENCOURAGES SMALL AND HISTORICALLY UNDERUTILIZED
BUSINESSES TO APPLY.

To place legal notices
email legals@chron.com
or call 713.224.6868.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
MUNICIPAL SETTING DESIGNATION
CITY OF HOUSTON

Virtual Meeting: Microsoft Teams Platform
Date - Time: October 12, 2020 - 6:00 PM

For meeting link and additional rogect information go to:
https://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/msd-calendar

Applicant: Grant Prideco, LP
Site Location: 6300 Navigation, Houston, Texas 77011

Legal Description: LTS 14 & 21; NEILS ESPERSON INDUSTRIAL DIST; LTS
151619 20 & TR 18A; NEILS ESPERSON INDUSTRIAL DIST;  TRS 30, 31,
31A, 32, 32A, 33A, 33B, 33C & 35; NEILS ESPERSON INDUSTRIAL DIST

Contaminants of Concern: Arsenic, Benzene

This designates an area in which the use of impaired groundwater is prohibit-
ed for use as potable water (i.e. drinking, cooking, bathing etc.). If you have
questions or comments, please contact the City of Houston MSD Program at
(832) 394-9003 or email at msd@houstontx.gov.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
MUNICIPAL SETTING DESIGNATION
CITY OF HOUSTON

Virtual Meeting: Microsoft Teams Platform
Date - Time: October 14, 2020 - 6:00 PM

For meeting link and additional rog'ect information go to:
https://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/msd-calendar

Applicant: Northpoint Development LLC
Site Location: 8230 Stedman St., Houston, TX 77029

Legal Description: TR 63, GLENDALE; LTS 6 THRU 11 & TRS 5 & 12, BLKS 62
6768737480 &81& INTER(\;IENIN% STS PORT HOUSTON NS;TR 65,
LENDALE;

Contaminants of Concern: 1,4-Dioxane, Benzene, Ethylbenzene, Xylenes and
Arsenic.

This designates an area in which the use of impaired groundwater is prohibit-
ed for use as potable water (i.e. drinking, cooking, bathing etc.). If you have
questions or comments, please contact the City of Houston MSD Program at
(832) 394-9003 or email at msd@houstontx.gov,

H PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas

Notice of Virtual Public Hearing for Proposed METRO Fiscal Year 2021 Op-
erating & Capital Budgets

The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas (METRO) is hold-
ing a virtual public hearing to receive public comments on its proposed Fiscal
Year 2021 Operating and Capital Budgets (October 1, 2020 - September 30,
2021). The public hearing will be held at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September
2|2, f2020 by telephone and video conference call on the Zoom virtual meeting
platform.

The public may join the virtual hearing on Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88606113800 or by dialing: 346-248-7799,
Meeting ID: 886 0611 3800. Participation on Zoom is only necessary if you
want to provide comments during the public hearing. Otherwise, you may
view a livestream of the virtual hearing online at
https://www.ridemetro.org/Pages/BoardStreamingVideo.aspx. A video re-
cording of the hearing will also be archived on www.ridemetro.org.

A copy of METRO's proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Operating and Capital Budgets
is currently available for review by the public on METRO’s website at www.ri-
demetro.org and in the lobby of the METRO RideStore in the Lee P. Brown
MEOTORZO Administration Building, located at 1900 Main Street, Houston, Texas
77002.

Based on the current guidance from public health officials recommending the
limitation of in-person public meetings to slow the spread of the Coronavirus,
also known as COVID-19, the public hearing will only be conducted virtually.

PROCESS FOR PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENTS

It is recommended that anyone wanting to make public comments register as
a public speaker with METRO's Board Office at least 48 hours in advance of
the hearing by calling 713-739-4834 or sending an email to boardoffice@ride
metro.org, and providing their name, address and telephone number. If you p-|
re-register, your comments will be heard first at the public hearing. Your
name will be called at the appropriate time for you to make your comments.

Alternatively, you may provide public comments after the pre-registered
speakers by selecting the “Raise Hand” feature on the Zoom platform online
or by pressing *9 if joining by telephone. Those calling in will automatically

be placed on mute. After an unregistered speaker’s name or number is recog-
nized, their microphone will be unmuted and they will be able to provide their
comments.

The public m%;/.also provide comments by email to
Budget.Book@ridemetro.org or by calling METRO's Customer Care Center at
713-635-4000 in advance of the public hearing.

LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE, ACCESSIBILITY AND SPECIAL
ACCOMMODATIONS

Upon request, METRO provides free language assistance to help patrons who
have a limited ability to read, write, speak or understand English in accord-
ance with its language assistance plan. METRO'’s public hearings are accessi-
ble to persons with disabilities. Request for language assistance and other ac-
commodations should be directed to the Board Office at 713-739-4834 at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

Stay legal and get noticed by emailing our team at
legals@chron.com or calling 713.224.6868
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