
The Black Heritage Fest is back and better than ever!
Black Heritage Fest founder Richard Andrews is excited to continue with the mission to 

produce a quality recreational, cultural, educational, family-oriented celebration.
The two day-long festival, which draw thousands each year, will be held on October 8-9, 

2022, from 4-10 p.m. every day at Emancipation Park, located at 3018 Emancipation Ave. in 
Houston’s historic Third Ward community.

People from all over the Greater Houston area will have the opportunity to experience 
business, networking, and cultural programming throughout the weekend that highlights and 
celebrate Houston’s vibrant African American community and Black culture.

This year, the Black Heritage Fest is being presented by the Southeast Management 
District and will be an extensive cultural experience that promotes diversity and cultural 
sensitivity filled with community social responsibility. The Black Heritage Fest will also 
honor local giants, feature local artists, guest speakers, exhibits, poets, crafts people and will 
culminate with legends of the music industry, such as Eric Benet and Elle Varner. 

The Black Heritage Fest is in partnership with numerous community organizations 
and corporate partners including Southeast Management District as the title sponsor, and 
is supported by the Forward Times, City of Houston, Houston Arts Alliance, H-E-B, Urban 
League Guild, The Principle Partnering Group LLC, Tilman Fertitta School of Medicine, 
University of Houston, and Kroger.

So, please bring your lawn chairs and get your tickets online. Kids under 8 are free, but 
to get your tickets, please visit https://houstonblackheritagefest.com/. 
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Day Festival Featuring Eric Benet 
and Elle Varner
By Jeffrey L. Boney, Associate Editor

CLASS I F I EDS

Arcadis U.S., Inc. in Houston, TX seeks Sr. Project Controls 
Specialist to perf engg duties in plnng and oversng constrctn of 
bldng structres, transt, pwr systs & commtr rail faclts. Position 
allows for remote work & works at client sites in US (travel 10% 
of time) & reports to Co in Houston, TX. Req edu & exp. Arcadis 
is EO & AA employer. For full job details, all reqs & to apply 
online, visit: https://bit.ly/arcadis294

 

OCI Methanol Marketing LLC’s Houston, TX, office seeks a 
Financial Planning & Analysis Lead responsible for the FP&A 
processes and reporting to ensure they are compliant with all 
Corporate reporting deadlines on a weekly, monthly, and annual 
basis. Send CV and cover letter with references and salary 
requirements to ommhr@ocimethanol.com with “Financial 
Planning & Analysis Lead” in the subject line. 

calls for an ambulance, but Brooks was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office only 
released two edited versions of the body 
camera footage for the family and their 
attorneys to review, and after the family 
viewed those two edited versions, another 
further edited version was released to the 
public.

Brooks’ murder by Sgt. Hardin is still 
under investigation by the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office Homicide Division, Sheriff’s 
Office Internal Affairs, and the Harris County 
District Attorney’s Office. An autopsy was 
performed by the Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences and Sgt. Hardin remains 
on administrative duty pending the outcome 
of the investigations.

This is not the only officer involved 
shooting incident that has led to a federal 
civil lawsuit being filed.  

Just this past month, on September 
20th, the family of Danny Ray Thomas and 
nationally renowned civil rights attorney 
Ben Crump, filed a wrongful death lawsuit 
against another Harris County Sheriff’s 

Office deputy who shot and killed Thomas in 
March 2018, after the officer was found not 
guilty of the shooting. 

Thomas was shot and killed by Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Cameron 
Brewer,45, while he was having a mental 
health crisis. Thomas’ family believes that 
gross negligence by Deputy Brewer led to 
their loved one’s untimely death.

These two lawsuits—Brooks and 
Thomas—have been filed while the jury trial 
of the police officer accused of murdering 
Pamela Turner in Baytown, TX, got 
underway on September 30th. 

A Harris County grand jury indicted 
Baytown Officer Juan Delacruz in 2020, on a 
charge of first-degree aggravated assault by a 
public servant in the May 13, 2019, shooting 
of Turner.

Officer Delacruz is seen on video camera 
having a physical altercation with Turner 
before fatally shooting her in the apartment 
building where she lived.

The Forward Times will continue to 
follow all these cases and keep our readers 
updated.
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