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Legal Notices To place legal notices
email legals@chron.com or call 713.224.6868.

BETA ACADEMY
9701 Almeda Genoa Rd.
Houston, TEXAS 77075
REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS (RFCSP)
Competitive sealed proposals for Construction Manager-At-Risk will be
received by the Board of Trustees of the Beta Academy of Houston for
construction of:
New Addition and Renovations to the Beta Academy property at 10929 Almeda
Genoa Rd, Houston, TX. Estimated budget for construction cost is 14 to 15
million dollars. A .pdf version of the RFCSP may be obtained from LPA, Inc.,
1811 S. Alamo Street, San Antonio, TX 78204 on Monday, August 20, 2018.
Print versions available with $50 deposit. For questions email Jim Oppelt, at
joppelt@lpadesignstudios.com.
A non-mandatory pre-proposal conference will be conducted at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 29, 2018, at the project site; 10929 Almeda Genoa Rd,
Houston, TX 77034
All proposals with attachments shall be delivered to the current Beta Academy
campus located at 9701 Almeda Genoa Rd, Houston, TX 77075; Attn: Mrs.
Latisha Andrews, Superintendent. Proposals must be delivered prior to 2:00
p.m. on Thursday, September 6, 2018, at which time the “Competitive Sealed
Proposal” shall be opened and read aloud.
Selection of a Construction Manager at Risk will be made by a one-step process
based on best value per Texas Government Code Chapter 2269, Subchapter F.
Proposal requirements and evaluation criteria are further described in the
RFCSP.

42 C.F.R. Ch. IV, § 489.52(c) and 32 C.F.R. § 199.6(f)(iii)(5) Notices
North Cypress Medical Center Operating Company, Ltd., the owner of North
Cypress Medical Center, located in Cypress, Harris County, Texas hereby
provides public notice at least 15 days before the effective date of the
terminations of its (1) Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services contract and
certification and its (2) Tricare Agreement with Humana Military Services. The
public is informed that as of September 1, 2018, North Cypress Medical Center
Operating Company, Ltd., shall no longer maintain contracts or certifications
with (1) the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services wherein it provides
medical goods and services to individuals insured and/or certified for Medicare
and Medicaid coverage and (2) Tricare coverage wherein it provides medical
goods and services to military related personnel. However, effective September
1, 2018, North Cypress Medical Center will be owned by KPH-Consolidation,
Inc., d/b/a Kingwood Medical Center, which will provide medical goods and
services to individuals covered and/or certified under Medicare, Medicaid and
Tricare under its new ownership.

The Houston Housing Authority (HHA), is soliciting sealed bids with the
intent to establish a contract for the rehabilitation of three (3) burned units,
in accordance with the requirements, and terms and conditions specified in
IFB 18-21 Rehabilitation of Burned Units at Cuney Homes.

Interested parties who wish to respond to this solicitation must submit the
required documents in a sealed envelope by 3 P.M. CDT, September 11, 2018
to Houston Housing Authority (HHA) Attn: Orfelia Altuna, Subject: IFB 18-21
Rehabilitation of Burned Units at Cuney Homes DO NOT OPEN 2640
Fountain View Drive Houston, Texas 77057.

Interested parties are highly encouraged (but not required), to attend a
pre-bid conference scheduled for 10 A.M. CDT August 21, 2018, at Cuney
Homes, 3260 Truxillo Street, Houston, Texas 77004.

IFB 18-21 can be obtained by going to the doing business with HHA section
of HHA’s website at www.housingforhouston.com, or by sending an e-mail to
HHA’s Procurement Dept. at Purchasing@housingforhouston.com with
IFB 18-21 in the subject line.

A Fair and Equal Employment Opportunity Agency. For assistance:
Individuals with disabilities may contact the 504/ADA Administrator at
713-260-0528, TTY 713-260-0574 or 504ADA@housingforhouston.com

REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE
SEALED PROPOSALS

2018 TRANSPORTATION CENTERS
RENOVATIONS CYPRESS-FAIRBANKS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
CYPRESS-FAIRBANKS ISD
PROPOSAL NO. 18-01-5411R-RFP
VLK PROJECT NO. 1775.00

The Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School District
will accept Base Competitive Sealed Proposals until
2:00 P.M. and Alternate Competitive Sealed
Proposals until 3:00 PM on Tuesday, September 18,
2018 at the Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School
District Facilities, Planning & Construction,11430-B
Perry Road Room 129C, Houston, Texas 77064 For
the 2018 Transportation Centers Renovations. A
Pre-Proposal Conference will be held Wednesday,
August 29, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. at the above location.
Proposal Evaluation Criteria are published in the
“Instructions to Offerors” section of the proposal
documents. Plans and specifications will be released
Wednesday, August 15, and will be available
electronically or hard copy from VLK Architects
upon request by calling 281.671.2300. The Owner
reserves the right to waive any informalities and to
reject any or all proposals.

Competitive Sealed proposals addressed to Spring
Branch Independent School District, ATTN: Director
of Purchasing will be received in the SBISD
Purchasing Office at 1031 Witte RD, BLDG T-1A,
Houston, TX 77055-6016 until:
AUGUST 29, 2018 @ 10:00 AM FOR: ANNUAL
CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
SERVICES 9.0 (11237-2OCT)
PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE AUGUST 20, 2018
@ 11:00 AM at the SBISD Purchasing Department,
1031 Witte Rd., Bldg. T-1A, Houston, TX 77055.
Proposals will be publicly opened and read at 1031
Witte Road, Building T-1A, Houston, TX 77055,
immediately following the deadline for the receiving
of the proposals.
For information contact the SBISD Purchasing
Department at (713) 251-1137
Proposers may download documents from SBISD
website on or after 8/13/2018 at:
https://www.springbranchisd.com/about/
departments/finance/purchasing/bids-proposals

REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSAL
Pending Board approval, Klein I.S.D. Facility and
School Services Department is accepting
competitive sealed proposals for the 2018 MEP
Project on Thursday, September 6, 2018 at
9:00 a.m. The approximate budget for this project
is $5 million. Proposals will be received at the Klein
I.S.D. Central Office, Room 214, 7200 Spring
Cypress Road, Klein, TX 77379. Prequalification
requirements and proposal documents may be
obtained from Salas-O’Brien Engineers, Inc., 10930
W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., Suite 900, Houston, TX
77064 (281) 664-1900. The Klein Independent
School District reserves the right to postpone, to
accept or reject any or all request for proposals as it
deems to be in its best interest and to waive formali-
ties and reasonable irregularities in this proposal.
Sealed Bid Solicitation #FL03-19
Houston-Galveston Area Council
Cooperative Purchasing Program
Fleet Services Equipment
Pre-Bid Conference: 09/05/18 @ 9am
Response Deadline: 11/08/18 @ 1pm
Public Opening: 11/08/18 @ 2pm
3555 Timmons Lane, Houston, TX.
Per ADA, reasonable accommodation
provided with 24 hour prior notice.
713-499-6693 or www.hgacbuy.org for info.

Request for Proposals
RFP #18-08
Utility Allowance Study

The Harris County
Housing Authority
(HCHA) is accepting
proposals from qualified
consulting firms to con-
duct a Utility Allowance
Study for the HCHA’s
Housing Choice Voucher
Program. Interested
proposer(s) can down-
load the RFP and all
amendments from the
HCHA website
(www.hchatexas.org ).

Prospective proposer (s)
desiring an explanation
or interpretation of the
solicitation must submit
the request in writing
no later than 4:00 PM
(CST), August 28, 2018,
ATTN: Harris County
Housing Authority,
Beverly Burroughs at
beverly.burroughs@
hchatexas.org. Proposals
must be received by
HCHA no later than
September 10, 2018 at
4:00 PM (CST).

Galena Park Independent School District (“GPISD”
or “the “District”) is soliciting proposals for RFP
18-014 Electrical Supplies. The submission
deadline will be 10:30 A.M. CDST on Tuesday,
August 28, 2018 at the GPISD Admin Bldg.
Purchasing Department, located at 14705
Woodforest Blvd., Houston, TX 77015.

Galena Park Independent School District (“GPISD”
or “the “District”) is soliciting proposals for RFP-MA
18-012 Books and Publications . Details are more
fully set out in this Request for Proposals (“RFP”).
The submission deadline will be 10:30 A.M. CDST
on September 6, 2018 at the GPISD Admin Bldg.
Purchasing Department, located at 14705
Woodforest Blvd., Houston, TX 77015.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris
County, Texas (METRO) is planning to issue the
procurement document listed in this advertisement.
IFB No. 4018000223 : For Purchase and Delivery of
Delco Remy Parts for METRO’s Transit Vehicles. So-
licitation will be available on or about 8/13/2018.
Prospective bidders/proposers can view and down-
load this solicitation by visiting METRO’s website at
https://www.ridemetroapp.org/procurement/
If you are unable to download the document or
having difficulty, please contact METRO Plan and
Bid Room at (713) 739-4881.
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris
County, Texas (METRO) is planning to issue the
procurement documents listed in this
advertisement.
IFB No. 4018000230 : Rail Operations Center (ROC)
Yard Track Build Out. Solicitation will be available on
or about 8/21/2018.
Prospective bidders/proposers can view and down-
load these solicitations by visiting METRO’s website
at https://www.ridemetroapp.org/procurement/
If you are unable to download the documents or
having difficulty, please contact METRO Plan and
Bid Room at (713) 739-4881.

SEALED QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY
PROCUREMENT SERVICES, PORT OF HOUSTON
AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING,
ATTN: BID/PROPOSAL RECEIPT DEPARTMENT,
111 EAST LOOP NORTH, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77029
UNTIL 11:00 A.M., ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 FOR
THE FOLLOWING:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR DETAILED
ASSESSMENT OF THE GRAIN ELEVATOR AT THE
WOODHOUSE TERMINAL.

A PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD
ON AUGUST 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM IN THE PORT
AUTHORITY’S EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 3RD
FLOOR SOUTH CONFERENCE ROOM, AT 111 EAST
LOOP NORTH, HOUSTON TEXAS 77029 SO THAT
THE PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS MAY ASK
QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS PROJECT.

FIRMS INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS PROCUREMENT MAY
OBTAIN A COPY OF THE RFQ FROM THE PORT OF
HOUSTON AUTHORITY’S WEBSITE, http://
buyspeed.poha.com/bso , WHERE VENDOR
REGISTRATION AND “PROCUREMENT PACKAGE”
DOWNLOAD INSTRUCTIONS ARE AVAILABLE.

COMPETITIVE SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
BY PROCUREMENT SERVICES, PORT OF
HOUSTON AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE OFFICE
BUILDING, ATTN: BID/PROPOSAL RECEIPT
DEPARTMENT, 111 EAST LOOP NORTH,
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77029 UNTIL 11:00 A.M., ON
SEPTEMBER 19, 2018 FOR THE FOLLOWING:

REPLACEMENT OF WATER AND SEWER LINE AT
WOODHOUSE TERMINAL (CSB-818)

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD AT PORT
AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE BUILDING, 4TH FLOOR
BOARDROOM, 111 E. LOOP NORTH, HOUSTON,
TEXAS 77029 ON AUGUST 29, 2018 AT 9:00 AM
SO THAT THE PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS MAY
ASK QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS PROJECT.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
PORT OF HOUSTON WEBSITE WWW.
PORTHOUSTON.COM, AT THAT SITE CLICK THE
INSIDE THE PORT AUTHORITY LINK, THEN THE
BIDS AND PROPOSAL NOTICES LINK, THEN THE
BUYSPEED LINK. A BID SECURITY EQUAL TO FIVE
PERCENT OF THE BID AMOUNT IS REQUIRED.

BIDS WILL BE OPENED AT 11:30 A.M. OF THE DAY
DUE IN THE PROCUREMENT SERVICES OF THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING, 111 EAST LOOP
NORTH, HOUSTON, TEXAS. THE PORT AUTHORITY
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL
BIDS OR RESPONSES.

Western Radiation Oncology, Drs. Robert A. Behar
and Karl King will no longer be practicing Radiation
Oncology at North Cypress Medical Center as of
September 30th, 2018. Dr. Ali Mazloom will be
taking over the clinical responsibilities at the North
Cypress Medical Center and can be reached through
our main office number, 1-832-912-3650 for
appointments. The remainder of the staff will
remain. Patients will have access to their records
and this can also be obtained by calling the main
office line.

Manhattan Construction Company, the Construction
Manager-at-Risk for the United Tech Operations
Center at Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH), is
requesting subcontractor / supplier competitive
proposals for North Parking Lots and Main
Accumulation Area (MAA). The following trades are
needed: concrete, waterproofing (site sealants),
electrical, network cabling, security & access
control, earthwork, erosion control, asphalt paving,
pavement markings, fencing & gates, landscaping &
irrigation and site utilities. The work is located in
the vicinity of IAH Airport. Proposals shall be
delivered in accordance with the instructions to
proposers to Manhattan Construction, 2120
Montrose Boulevard, Houston, TX 77006 on or
before August 23rd at 2:00pm. City of Houston
MBE/SBE/WBE firms are strongly encouraged to
submit. For more information or to obtain access to
documents, call 832.330.4394.

CAUSE NUMBER:
2015-00090
IN THE 281st JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT OF
HARRIS COUNTY,
TEXAS
Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (AS
TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF THE
HOME EQUITY ASSET TRUST 2006-3 HOME
EQUITY PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES SERIES
2006-3)
vs.
Defendant: JAMES WATSON LAYCOCK, KELSEY
LAYCOCK, DAVID
LAYCOCK, AMANDA
LYNN LAYCOCK,
MICHAEL S LAYCOCK, JAMES “JAY”
W LAYCOCK JR AND
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF MARY B
LAYCOCK
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS
County of Harris
To: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF
MARY B LAYCOCK (DECEASED) WHOSE
RESIDENCE AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to be and appear
before the 281ST Judicial District Court of Harris
County, Texas in the Courthouse in the city of Hous-
ton, Texas at or before 10:00 o’clock A.M. Monday,
the 20th day of August 2018, being the Monday
next after the expiration date of forty-two days after
this citation is issued, and you are hereby com-
manded and required then and there to appear and
file written answer to the Plaintiffs Original Petition,
filed in said Court on the 2nd day of January 2015,
in suit numbered 2015-00090 on the docket of said
court, wherein US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
(AS TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF
THE HOME EQUITY ASSET TRUST 2006-3 HOME
EQUITY PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES SERIES
2006-3), is the Plaintiff, and JAMES WATSON LAY-
COCK, KELSEY LAYCOCK, DAVID LAYCOCK,
AMANDA LYNN LAYCOCK, MICHAEL S LAYCOCK,
JAMES “JAY” W LAYCOCK JR AND THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF MARY B LAYCOCK, are
the Defendants, the nature of plaintiff’s demand and
the said petition alleging: OTHER CIVIL
SUMMARY
Plaintiff U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee,
on behalf of the holders of the Home Equity Asset
Trust 2006-3 Home Equity Pass-Through Certifi-
cates, Series 2006-3, its successors in interest and
assigns, by and through its attorney of record, Thuy
Frazier of McCarthy & Holthus, LLP, 1255 West 15th
Street, Suite 1060, Plano, Texas 75075, brought suit
against Defendants James Watson Laycock, Kelsey
Laycock, David Laycock, Amanda Lynn Laycock, Mi-
chael S. Laycock, James “Jay” W. Laycock, Jr. the
Unknown Heirs at Law of Mary B. Laycock and any
other person claiming any subordinate right, title, in-
terest or 20401 Angeli Drive, Tomball, Texas 77377,
and legally described to wit:
A certain parcel of land containing 53, 262.39
square feet in the George Haig (James P. Douglas)
Survey, Abstract 338, Harris County, Texas, and with
a 35 foot wide utility and access easement situated
Southwesterly of an existing 60.00 foot wide ease-
ment in the County of Harris, State of Texas, said
parcel being more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point, said point being a 5/8” iron
rod set in the Southwesterly right-of-way line of a
60.00 foot wide easement 973.20 feet Southerly of
the Southerly right-of-way line of Bauer Hockley
Road as measured along the Westerly line of the
aforementioned 60.00 foot wide easement;
THENCE running North 89 deg. 56 min. 19 sec. West
a distance of 400.25 feet to a 5/8” iron rod, this rod
being the Northeast property corner of this parcel of
land containing 53, 262.39 square feet and the ac-
cess easement 35 feet wide parallel to this line;
THENCE running North 89 deg. 56 min. 19 sec. West
a distance of 190 feet to a 5/8” iron rod for corner,
THENCE running South 0 deg. 30 min. 08 sec. West
a distance of 360 feet to a 5/8” iron rod for corner;
THENCE running South 89 deg. 29 min. 52 sec. East
a distance of 50 feet to a 5/8” iron rod for corner;
THENCE running North 32 deg. 59 min. 42 sec. East
a distance of 262.59 feet to a 5/8” iron rod for
corner;
THENCE running North 0 deg. 3 min. 41 sec. East a
distance of 140 feet to a 5/8” iron rod, said rod be-
ing the Northeast corner of this parcel of land and
being the POINT OF BEGINNING.
NOTE: This Company does not represent that
the above acreage or square footage calculations are
correct.
(Also known as Lot 6-B, of Little Cypress Oaks Es-
tates, an unrecorded subdivision)
Notice hereof shall be given by publishing this Cita-
tion once a week for four consecutive weeks previ-
ous to the day of 20TH day of August 2018, in some
newspaper published in the County of Harris, if there
be a newspaper published therein, but if not, then
the nearest county where a newspaper is published,
and this Citation shall be returned on the
August 13, 2018, which is forty two days after the
date it is issued, and the first publication shall be at
least twenty-eight days before said return day.
HEREIN FAIL NOT, but have before said court on
said return day this Writ with your return thereon,
showing how you have executed same.
WITNESS: Chris Daniel, District Clerk, Harris County
Texas
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID
COURT at Houston, Texas this 2nd day of JULY
2018.
Newspaper: HOUSTON CHRONICLE
(SEAL)
CHRIS DANIEL, District Clerk
Harris County, Texas, 201 Caroline,
Houston, Texas 77002
P.O. Box 4651, Houston, Texas 77210
By: /s/ Rhonda Momon
Rhonda Momon, Deputy District Clerk
Issued at the request of: THUY FRAZIER
Address: 1255 WEST
15TH STREET,
SUITE 1060
PLANO, TX 75075
(214) 291-3800
Bar Number: 24088129
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GENOA, Italy — Italy’s president
demanded guarantees Saturday
that all the nation’s roads are safe
following the Genoa highway
bridge collapse, after he hugged
andcomfortedmourners at a state
funeral in the grieving port city.

President Sergio Mattarella
spoke quietly to victims’ families
before the ceremony began on
Genoa’s fairgrounds. Usually re-
served in demeanor, Mattarella
was embraced for a long moment
by one distraught woman.

He then took his placewith oth-
er Italian leaders, including Pre-
mier Giuseppe Conte and the
transportation minister, in the
packed yet cavernous hall.

Afterward,Mattarella called the

funeral, which tookplace on a day
of national mourning, “a moment
of grief, shared grief, by all of Ita-
ly.”

One mourner, a local man who
would only give his first name,
Alessandro, held a placard that

read: “In Italy, we prefer ribbon-
cuttings to maintenance” — refer-
ring to the country’s dilapidated
infrastructure.

“These are mistakes that keep
on repeating,” Alessandro said.
“And now, for the umpteenth

time, angels have flown into heav-
en and paid for the mistakes of
other human beings.”

As the city honored its dead,
the toll from Tuesday’s bridge col-
lapse rose unofficially Saturday to
43with thediscovery of fourmore
bodies in the rubble and thedeath
in thehospital of themost severely
injured survivor.

Firefighter Stefano Zanut told
Sky TG24 TV they had extracted
from tons of concrete the crushed
car in which an Italian couple on
vacation with their 9-year-old
daughter had been traveling.

Zanut said the last body pulled
out of the wreckage was that of a
young Italian man, an employee
of Genoa’s trash company, who
was working under the bridge
when it collapsed. The man’s
mother had refused to leave a tent
set up a few hundred yards away
from the rubble until his bodywas
found.

RAI state radio said authorities
believe there are nomore missing
in the tragedy.

Later, SanMartinoHospital said
a Romanian truck driver who had
suffered severe cranial and chest
injuries in thebridge collapsedied
Saturday evening.

The families of 19 victims had
their loved ones’ coffins brought
to the hall for the funeral Mass led
by Genoa’s archbishop, Cardinal
Angelo Bagnasco, who said the
tragedy “gashed the heart of Gen-
oa.”

“The initial disbelief and then
the growing dimension of the ca-
tastrophe, the general bewilder-
ment, the tumult of emotions, the
pressing ‘Whys?’ have touched us
yet again and in a brutal way
showed the inexorable fragility of
the human condition,” he said.

During the state funeral, ap-
plause rang out and many fought
back tears Saturday as a prelate
read out the first names of some
30 victims who have been identi-
fied. The mourners also applaud-
ed Italian firefighters, police and
volunteers for the civil protection
department as they arrived.

Italy leaderdemands safe roads after tragedy
Country in mourning
as collapse of bridge
claims 43rd victim

By Frances D’Emilio
and Paolo Santalucia
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gregorio Borgia / Associated Press

Incense is spread during a funeral Saturday for some of the
victims of Tuesday’s collapsed highway bridge. Saturday was
declared a national day of mourning in Italy.

WASHINGTON—ACuban
journalist who says he was
accused of spreading propa-
ganda andworking as a paid
agent of the American gov-
ernment isbeingdetained in
Texas while he pleads with
federal officials to grant him
asylum in the United States.

Serafin Moran Santiago,
40, a freelance journalist
who has worked for Univi-
sion 23, Telemundo and Cu-
banet, arrived at the U.S.
border in April after being
targeted for his political
writings and criticism of the
Cuban government, he said.

“In Cuba, they see the op-
position as worse than crim-
inals,”Moran told asylumof-
ficers in his first interview
seeking protection in the
United States, according to a
copy of the transcript.

Moran’s case reflects the
challengesCubans faceseek-
ing refuge in the United
States. Less than two years
ago, Moran could have ar-
rived at the border and he
wouldhavebeenwelcomed.

Now, he is being held at a
Texas detention center with
thousands of Central Amer-
icans and other foreign na-
tionalswhoarealso trying to
persuade federal authorities
to allow them to remain in
the United States.

From the South Texas De-
tention Center in Pearsall,
Moran said by phonehewas
targeted by Cuban officials
for participating in demon-
strations and writing about
human rights violations. He
said he’s been arrested re-
peatedly, had his reporting
equipment confiscated and
once was kidnapped by au-
thorities.

Moran first sought refuge
in Guyana and then Mexico,
but said Cuban officials and
sympathizers in those coun-
tries learned of his arrival
and targeted him.

Reporters without Bor-
ders called Cuba Latin
America’s “worst media
freedom violator,” citing ar-
bitrary arrests and impris-
onments, confiscations of
equipment and taking down
of websites.

Moran is awaiting a judg-
e’s decision on a second re-
quest to be released on pa-
role while his asylum case
makes its way through the
courts. But his biggest con-
cern,hesaid, is thathecould
be forced to return to Cuba.

“I’m very nervous,” Mo-
ran said. “My concerns are
very large. I’m afraid they’ll
kill me.”

Fifty Cuban nationals
have applied for asylum this
year. As of June 30, no one
has been granted asylum.
Last year, 33 percent of Cu-
ban nationals who sought
asylum received it.

Cuban
reporter
detained
inTexas
Asylum seeker
awaits judge’s
ruling on case

By Franco Ordonez
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE


