
This presidential pardon also DOES NOT apply to individuals who have been charged or 
convicted of marijuana charges at the state level, which is why President Biden is urging state 
Governors across the country to make an executive decision at the state level to pardon those 
who were convicted and received a state possession charge.

If governors choose to follow the president’s lead and make that level of executive 
decision, it would be massive and significantly impactful, in that there are more individuals 
who have been charged at the state level than those who have received a conviction under 
federal laws.

Despite President Biden’s pleas for cooperation from the top brass of each state, a few 
governors have already come out the gate stating that they will not issue pardons for simple 
marijuana possession convictions at the state level.  

Of course, one of those governors who was quick to come out and state he will not be 
issuing pardons is Texas Governor Greg Abbott, who is on the ballot in November.

In a statement released via Twitter by his spokesperson, Renae Eze, Gov. Abbott expressed 
his sentiments regarding the call to action by President Biden, stating:

“Texas is not in the habit of taking criminal justice advice from the leader of the defund 
police party and someone who has overseen a criminal justice system run amuck with 
cashless bail and a revolving door for violent criminals. The Governor of Texas can only 
pardon individuals who have been through the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles system 
with a recommendation for pardon.” 

Gov. Abbott has made comments in the past that could lead to some movement on the 
issue in the upcoming legislative session in 2023, should he get re-elected.  

His opponent is hoping that Gov. Abbott won’t be at the helm to make those decisions, as 
he is running to unseat him and has gone on the record on the marijuana issue.

Texas Democratic gubernatorial candidate Beto O’Rourke has consistently campaigned 
that he would legalize marijuana if elected to replace Gov. Abbott in November’s midterm 
elections.

On his campaign website, O’Rourke states that Texans shouldn’t be “locked up for a 
substance that is legal in much of the rest of the country.”

O’Rourke continues to state on his campaign website: 
“Marijuana arrests have created vast racial disparities in our criminal justice system, 

generated an unnecessary burden on Texas taxpayers, and diverted law enforcement 
officers’ time and attention away from violent crime. When I’m governor, we will legalize 
marijuana and expunge the records of those arrested for marijuana possession—and we’ll 
use the nearly $1 billion in new state revenue and reduced criminal justice costs to invest 
in public schools and reduce property taxes.”

In Texas, possession of up to two ounces of marijuana is considered a Class B misdemeanor 
and could result in up to 180 days in jail and a $2,000 fine. Polling shows that most Texans 
support the decriminalization of marijuana, although nothing has been done in Austin to pass 
legislation to reduce penalties for possession during the last two legislative sessions in Texas. 

Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President of the National Action Network (NAN), 
issued a statement on President Biden’s marijuana reforms, stating:

“The United States will never justly legalize marijuana until it reckons with the outdated 
policies that equated thousands of young Black men with hardened drug pushers. President 
Biden’s righteous action today will give countless Americans their lives back. They were 
thrown behind bars for years on end for simple possession, a non-violent offense, for a 
substance that red states and blue states are now legalizing at a furious clip. This held them 
back from jobs, homes, and the general dignity they now get back with this full pardon. 
The National Action Network began pushing for these reforms nearly a decade ago, when 
it became clear the conversation around legalization began to change. We will continue to 
monitor the legalization and hold the federal government to its word.  I echo the President’s 
call on governors to follow suit and deliver this same justice at the state level. They cannot 
legalize marijuana at the state house until they rectify what went on at the jail house.” 

David Villalobos, who serves as the Statewide Right2Justice Coordinator of the Texas 
Organizing Project, issued a statement on President Biden’s marijuana reforms, stating:

“The positive change that President Biden’s actions will have on the lives of thousands 
of Americans cannot be overstated. His announcement marks a significant step in the right 
direction toward the marijuana reform that a clear majority in our country support. Already, 
twenty states and Washington D.C. have legalized marijuana for nonmedical use. It also 
signals a further shift away from failed and discriminatory War on Drugs policies that for 
decades have targeted Black and Latino communities – tearing apart families, devastating 
neighborhoods, and contributing to our nation’s astronomical incarceration rate.”

Mattie Jackson, a TOP Right2Justice campaign member in Houston, also added:
“Black Americans are nearly four times more likely to be arrested for marijuana 

charges than their white peers, yet both consume marijuana at roughly the same rates, 
underscoring how reforming our nation’s laws on marijuana IS about racial and economic 
justice. These bold steps from President Biden are absolutely welcome and must be expanded 
on. Countless promising lives have been shattered by our unjust marijuana policies rooted 
in racism. Will Greg Abbott now act on President Biden’s call for governors to pardon 

simple state marijuana possession offenses? Knowing our radical, out-of-touch governor, 
we’re not holding our breath. Of course, he won’t.”

There are still many questions looming as to how this will truly affect those who have 
been issued pardons by President Biden, and whether their marijuana conviction records will 
be fully expunged or not.

On the surface, this appears to be a major win for the thousands of people who have been 
convicted of nonviolent marijuana use or possession charges, and a progressive path forward 
to having the Attorney General and the Department of Health and Human Services reclassify 
marijuana from a Schedule I drug to a less dangerous substance. 

Details from an independent autopsy report requested by Turner’s family described 
the graphic details of Turner’s death. According to the independent autopsy, out of the five 
bullets that came from Delacruz’s gun, three of those bullets struck Turner from a distance.  
One shot hit Turner in the chest, another one in the abdomen, and a final one struck her in the 
face, which left her face significantly disfigured and unrecognizable, according to the family.

The Harris County Medical Examiner ruled Turner’s death a homicide.
Turner had a history of mental illness and had been diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia.
If he would have been found guilty, Delacruz was facing a potential punishment of five 

years to life in prison.
As has been previously reported, the Turner case has gained national attention and 

community activists have demanded justice for Pamela Turner and her family ever since 
the tragic shooting occurred.  Many community activists went to court and witnessed the 
proceedings.

Civil rights attorney Lee Merritt chimed in after the decision via Twitter.
“Another Texas Jury just acquitted a police officer of murder,” said Merritt. “We need 

federal intervention in Texas’ “justice system””
Nationally renowned civil rights attorney Ben Crump, who stepped up to represent the 

family of Pamela Turner immediately after the 2019 shooting, 
expressed his displeasure with the verdict.

Turner’s family filed a wrongful death civil lawsuit in 
federal court last year, on what would have been Turner’s 
46th birthday.  The family continues to hope for some form 
of justice.

The Forward Times will continue to follow the details 
of the federal civil lawsuit and keep our readers up-to-date 
on them.
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(CAREGIVERS) ELDER CARE/COMPANIONS - job is for 5 
Days a Week – 5 Hours per Day – Salary is $20 per Hour.clean 
record, good recommendations, mobile, with many skills For 
more details about the position, email 
(jasonburkley147@gmail.com)

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Mixed Beverage Permit by 
Revolution Recreation LLC dba Revolution Soccer 
Complex, to be located at 15111 Ella Blvd, Houston, Harris 
County, Texas. Owners of said corporation are Michael 
Mador, Co-Founder and CEO, and Nathan Woodbridge, 
Co-Founder and COO.


