
organize a fundraiser to support Jack and Jill of America’s 
Foundation—which is the oldest African American-led 
nonprofi t in the United States. The foundation is dedicated 
to advocating for African American children and families 
by investing in programs and services that create a strong 
foundation for children to thrive long-term.

As a demonstration of their outstanding leadership 
and compassion, the teens voted to dedicate $7,300 of the 
proceeds they planned to raise to S.H.A.P.E. Community 
Center in response to the devastating fi re that severely 
impacted and halted much of the center’s operations. The 
funds raised will assist in the restoration of S.H.A.P.E.’s 
facilities and support ongoing programs that benefi t 

countless individuals and families in Houston. The donation highlights the power of 
youth activism and the profound impact that collective eff orts can have in times of need.

This remarkable eff ort was led by Xander Young, a rising 17-year-old junior at St. 
Thomas High School and the Houston Metropolitan Chapter’s Teen Fundraising Chair.

“Seeing our teens come together with such commitment and empathy to aid 
S.H.A.P.E. has been truly inspiring,” said Xander, a multifaceted and driven young 
man who exemplifi es leadership and dedication both in and out of the classroom. 
“We wanted to show our support for an organization that has given so much to the 
community, and we are proud of what we achieved together.”

Xander tells Forward Times that the teens at the Houston Metropolitan Chapter 
of Jack and Jill were motivated to raise money for S.H.A.P.E. Community Center 
following the fi re because they were inspired by the stories of those who have benefi ted 
from S.H.A.P.E.’s programs, and they felt compelled to ensure these opportunities 
continue to be available for future generations.

“We believe in the power of community and the importance of giving back. It is a 
part of what we do as Jack and Jill Teens,” Xander stated. “The S.H.A.P.E. Community 
Center provides essential resources and support services that positively impact the lives 
of many families in our area. As a group of Jack and Jill teens, we wanted to make a 
tangible diff erence and demonstrate our commitment to social responsibility.”

S.H.A.P.E. Community Center has been a staple in Houston’s African American 
community since 1969, under the stellar visionary leadership of Brother Deloyd Parker, 
who founded the storied organization and continues to lead it with grace, passion, 
humility, and dignity.

Deloyd Parker expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the youth from the Houston 
Metropolitan Chapter of Jack and Jill for their donation.

“The generosity and hard work of these young people are a testament to the spirit 
of community and resilience,” Brother Parker emphasized. “This support will help us 
continue our mission of service and empowerment.”

Encouraging other youth to contribute positively to their community, Xander 
states that giving back 
can be displayed in many 
diff erent ways to make a 
diff erence.

“Giving back can 
be done in any way 
they can, even as little 
as throwing some trash 
away,” Xander stated. 
“They can contribute by 
volunteering their time, 
starting fundraisers, and 
joining or leading clubs.”

Jack and Jill of 
America, Inc. is an 
organization dedicated 
to nurturing the next 
generation of African 
American leaders by 
strengthening children 
through leadership 
development, volunteer 
service, philanthropic 
giving, and civic duty.

For more information 
about the Houston 
Metropolitan Chapter of 
Jack and Jill of America 
and their activities, 
please visit www.
jackandjillhoustonmetro.
org. 
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Xander Young and his 
mom, Joi Beasley

squad is known for their suff ocating defensive schemes and disciplined approach to the 
game. If Houston can impose their defensive identity early and control the tempo, they 
have a real shot at shutting down Duke’s high-powered off ense.

Houston basketball legend Henry Small, who played under the iconic Coach Guy 
V. Lewis in the 1970s, shared his thoughts exclusively with Forward Times on the 
Cougars’ success and their chances in the Final Four:

“Ever since Kelvin Sampson’s been there, it’s been an expectation for them to do as 
well as they’re doing. For the last four years, he has been winding up anywhere from 
the Sweet 16 to the Final Eight, and he went to one Final Four before this. So, he’s back 
again and this time it looks like they’re going to bring home all the marbles with the 
team that he has. I’m defi nitely pulling for them to go all the way. With the team and the 
spirit that they play with, and the type of suff ocating defense that they play with, they’re 
going to have a great opportunity to win the championship game if they stay true to 
their values and do what they normally do.”

Game Details
• Matchup: No. 1 Houston Cougars vs. No. 1 Duke Blue Devils
• Date: Saturday, April 5
• Time: TBD
• Location: Alamodome, San Antonio, Texas
• TV: CBS
• Live Stream: March Madness Live, Fubo
For Cougars fans eager to witness history, the proximity of the Alamodome makes 

it a perfect opportunity to support the team in person. The venue last hosted the Final 
Four in 2018 and is set to provide an electric atmosphere for this marquee showdown.

Can Houston Overcome the Odds?
The Cougars will need to bring their A-game to topple Duke’s potent off ense and 

contain Cooper Flagg’s impact on the court. Houston’s defense, rebounding, and ability 
to execute in clutch moments will be key factors in determining the outcome. With 
a passionate fanbase behind them and a coach who has instilled a winning culture, 
Houston is more than capable of pulling off  the upset and advancing to the national 
championship game.

Stay tuned, as this Houston squad looks to etch its name in college basketball 
history.

COUGARS Continued from  Front Page

virgen
Highlight

virgen
Highlight

virgen
Highlight

virgen
Highlight


