
the newly acquired house took place on the weekends and after NBUF Houston 
members and community allies got off  work.

All the while, NBUF 
Houston was still very 
active with social justice 
issues while they worked 
on the building during 
evenings and weekends, 
including helping organize 
the Million Man March in 
1995.

After 16 years of 
tireless dedication from 
NBUF Houston members 
and hosting community 
fundraisers, NBUF 
Houston was able to pay 
off  the mortgage and “burn 
the note” on the property. 
The “Black House” has 
been home to countless 
organizing eff orts, aid projects, and important meetings. The raising of this independent 
institution is a testament to what a small, organized, and committed group of people can 
accomplish with community support.

Now, after thirty years of impacting the community from this storied location, 
NBUF Houston wants the community to join them in celebrating this momentous 30th 
anniversary.

On Saturday, April 19, 2025, from 4–7 p.m., NBUF Houston will celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the acquisition and transformation of its headquarters at 2428 
Southmore Boulevard. Speakers, music, food, poetry, and a historical exhibit will mark 
the community milestone. The event will also serve as a fundraiser to help keep the 
group independent and strong.

Kofi  Taharka, who serves as the National Chairperson of the National Black 
United Front, has been a member since 1990 and states that this 30-year celebration 
is signifi cant because of how a small group of real activists transformed an abandoned 
drug den into a beacon of community service.

“We have met the challenges of fi nancial stress, hurricanes, taxes, COVID-19, 
and many other challenges by pooling our resources collectively,” said Taharka, who 
jokingly added janitor, landscaper, and security guard to his list of titles.

Speaking of challenges, NBUF suff ered a major fi re in 2018 but was able to bounce 
back better because they were covered by property insurance and because of the 
resounding support from community volunteers and fi nancial donations.

NBUF Houston believes in Self-Determination, and according to Taharka, they are 
funded by membership dues, donations, and community fundraisers.

“It took us 16 years to pay off  the mortgage on the property,” Taharka tells Forward 
Times. “Many members have given thousands of dollars because they believed in the 
work of NBUF, including ancestors Ed Banks, Ed Taylor, Mother Dember, Father 

Dember, Ester King, 
Mawiyah Busege, 
David King, Omowale 
Haggerty, ZIN, and many 
others. Members and 
community supporters 
give their money but also 
their talents, including the 
Black press, by helping us 
get the word out about our 
events.”

Taharka tells Forward 
Times that they do so 
much to impact the 
community and want the 
community to continue to 
help support activities like 
FEED the HOOD, Acoli 
Sankofa Community 
Garden, Black History 
Month program, Malcolm 
X Birthday Self-
Determination Weekend, 
National Convention, 
Sankofa Caravan to the 
Ancestors, Kujichagulia 
(Se l f -Dete rmina t ion) 
Night Kwanzaa, and many 
others.

“Because of the 
support of the community, 
NBUF Houston has been 
able to execute various 
community advocacy and 
humanitarian aid and relief 
projects over the years, 
including aid relief for 
Haiti and Rwanda, as well 
as in response to Hurricane 
Katrina, Tropical Storm 
Allison, Hurricane 
Harvey, Hurricane Rita, 
and other storms,” said 
Taharka. “We are asking 
the community to bring 
their time, talents, and 
fi nancial support to NBUF 
Houston—an organization 
that puts theory into 
practice. We don’t just 
talk about it; we be about 
it!”

For tickets to attend 
and support the NBUF 
Houston 30th Anniversary 
celebration, please 
visit https://www.zeff y.
c o m / t i c k e t i n g / 3 0 t h -
anniversary-celebration-
building-a-black-power-
ins t i tu t ion- f rom- the-
ground-up, or call 832-
422-7806.
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CLASS I F I EDS

BLACK HOUSE Continued from  Front Page

Ashley Turner Captain plays the washboard during the Family Day in the Park event.

The legacy of Sylvester Turner lives on—not just in plaques or proclamations, but 
in the laughter of children, the rhythm of dancing neighbors, and a city showing up for 
one another year after year—including his daughter and young grandson, who carry 
forward the spirit of service and community he championed.

Taekwondo Coach - Req’d BA in TKD or Phy Edu 
concentration on TKD. 40hr/wk. $24,020/yr. RSM to job site @ 
Beomseok Hong TKD, Attn: Beomseok Hong, 8000 McBeth 
Way #150, The Woodlands, TX 77382 

NBUF Houston’s fi rst meeti ng

The NBUF Houston Black House

Sylvester Turner playing the washboard during a previous Family Day in the Park event.
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