
the requirements,” said Morgan. “Then I set up a folder, and I start scheduling the inspectors 
to go and see what they need.”

A decisive factor when approving the applications, says Morgan, is not the applicant’s 
age, but their household 
income. The 2023 annual 
median income for a one-
person household needs to 
fall in the HUD categories 
of Extremely Low Income 
($19,600), Very Low Income 
($32,650), or Low Income 
($52,500).

To be eligible, the 
house needs to be within the 
geographical boundaries of 
Missouri City. 

Morgan says she 
frequently has to ask 
applicants to be patient, 
as many believe they 
will receive the repair 
money up front. CDBG is 
a reimbursement federal 
program and successful 
applicants are not responsible 
for paying the contractors.

“We, in the Department 
of Development Services/
CDBG at Missouri City, have 
contractors,” said Morgan. 
“Initially, the contractors put 

in the work and the capital. We, as the government, monitor 
the progress and completion of the project, and they get paid 
by us.”

The CDBG program was authorized under Title I of 
the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, and is a program administered through HUD. 
Cities that receive funding through the CDBG program 
are considered Entitlement Cities and are responsible for 
assuring that all funded eligible activities meet one of three 
national objectives:

•	 Aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or 
blight

•	 Benefit low to moderate income persons
•	 Meet an urgent need
The City of Missouri City uses CDBG funds to provide 

programs geared toward assisting low and moderate-income 
persons for the provision of decent housing, a suitable living 
environment and expanding economic opportunity. Programs 
funded through the city’s CDBG program must meet HUD’s 
national objectives and criteria to be eligible. The City 
adopts a 5-year Consolidated Plan; an Annual Action Plan; 
and a Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Review 
to monitor and evaluate the city’s administration of CDBG 
funds.

The CDBG program also has an educational component 
to it—there is a scholarship program designed for low-
to-moderate-income students who reside in an eligible 
household and are enrolled in a community college, 
university, or vocational program.

Knowing the anguish many low-income residents 
experience when seeing the deterioration of their homes, 
Morgan has one message for them: “We are here. We are 
ready, and we are willing to work with the residents of 
Missouri City.”

To apply, visit the Missouri City Community 
Development Block Grant at https://www.missouricitytx.gov/251/CDBG. 

If you have questions about the city’s CDBG funding or program activities, please contact 
the Community Development Division at cdbg@missouricitytx.gov.  

•	 Robert Gamble, Award Winning DJ
•	 Lah Pat, Recording Artist
•	 Teryl “T.Gray” Gray, Former Houston Rockets Announcer/Creative DJ
•	 Tex, CEO of Hustletown Music
•	 Joseph Williams, Director of PR for Starz 
•	 Richard Harper, President of HBCU Alumni Association 
•	 David Settle, Radio Personality/ Photographer
•	 Devaughn Douglas, Entertainment journalist
•	 Ray Shackelford, National Urban League 
•	 Dr. Chad Brawley, Gospel Singer/ Pastor
•	 Justin Martin, ESQ-Ijustgothit.com
•	 Rodney Jones, Rodney Jones Law Group PC/Philanthropist
•	 Emilian White, Entrepreneur
•	 Jonathan “JCook” Cook, Promotions Director for Radio One Houston
•	 Patrick Warren, Music Producer
•	 Gary Hamilton, Entertainment Journalist, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Although the bios of each honoree was read, Lemon provided additional personal insight 
about each guest. 

Award-winning DJ and former Houston Rockets announcer, T.Gray was provided an 
award, but Lemon went further by explaining how at the age of 13, her father had picked her 
up from school after being bullied on the bus and during class by classmates. The bullying 
had been an ongoing thing and on that particular day, La’Torria was beyond discouraged 
and didn’t want to return to school. Her father, Anthony Lemon, took her to 97.9 The Box 
to meet her idol, T.Gray. During their impromptu meeting, T.Gray encouraged her, gave her 

knowledge, and told her “You’re going to be successful.” It 
was those words that constantly replayed in La’Torria’s head 
and led her to reach her goals. She awarded T.Gray with his 
award after sharing that emotional story. 

“I have had it on my heart for three years to have a First 
Class Men of Houston Dinner,” said Lemon. “This event 
was special for everyone who was in attendance and apart. I 
am forever grateful to be surrounded by amazing men that I 
admire.”

This event was made possible by amazing event partners, 
Forever Yours Creations, Gas Gods, We Care Rx, Platinum 
Pat, Luxe Life Realty Group, Innovating Marketing,  Polaris 
Sling Shot, and Maker’s Mark.

November 1 - 7, 2023 FORWARD T IMES4A

CLASS I F I EDS
FIRST CLASS Continued from Front Page

MISSOURI CITY Continued from Front Page

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for BG Wine and Malt Beverage 
Retailer’s Permit & FB Food and Beverage Certificate by 
One Cup, LLC, to be located at 3621 Almeda Genoa Rd., 
Houston, Texas 77047, Harris County, Texas, Managing 
Member of said LLC is Dedrick Knighten.

Mrs. Vesser Mason had her bathroom floor and gutters repaired through Missouri City CBDG program

Royal Duchess Step Team

Rapper, Z-Ro and La’Torria Lemon
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